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necessary. What will happen without an additional
girder ? Or what will happen if we take two
girders away ? Will the stone fall or not ? These
questions belong to the domain of practical reason-
ing because to take a girder away, or else introduce
fresh ones, lies within the power of the dis-
putants. But no practical men would think of
complicating the discussion by calculating what
would happen if they suspended the action of
gravitation, in which case the stone would need
no support whatever ; for to suspend the action
of gravitation is within the power of nobody. If
two men are debating in the middle of the night
at midsummer whether there is enough oil in
the lamp to keep it alight till sunrise, they are
debating a question of a strictly practical kind:
for it rests with them to put in more oil or not.
What will happen if they do not? That is the
point at issue. But they neither of them would
debate what would happen if the movement of
the earth were retarded, and the midsummer
morning were delayed till the hour at which it
dawns in winter. They do not discuss this con-
tingency, for they rightly assume it to be im-
possible, and consequently the discussion of it
would have no practical meaning.

And now let us go back to the question of labour
and ability; and we shall see, in the case of
products to the production of which both are
essential, that, while ability is the practical cause
of all such amounts or values as exceed what